SMALL WHOLE=LENGTH | 
5 es +> EM 5 „ > 


* 


a TY PRIESTLEY, A dt, 


—— — — Oe.” 1 > ” NS 
- 5 * „ L 


; \ . 


Ke : FROM HIS PRINTED WORKS! 
OR | | 
A FREE ACCOUNT, 9 
4N CONSEQUENCE OF A FREE INQUIRY, „ 
= | | nr * „„ WW I | f 
1 x firs d7viE; 1 HIS LOGIC, ; e 
nis POLITICS. ff HIS RELIGION. ä 


„5 8 EONCLUDING WITH AN ANALYSIS, = . j 
OS. 1 EI 4 2 . WR 
e 

| OE 85 | "8 dg 52 
"EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF o. 


1 PRIESTLEY, WHICH , WERE READ IN 


Fl COURT AT THE ASSIZES AT WARWICK). 25 5 


bv 74 5 
4 3 — 
, 


Min CUJUSQUE, 18 EST QUISQUE, eie 


& * 


| Faire rok mY 15 0. urtneron, er. rl 
 CNURCH-YARD. DCC eil, „ 


a 


A 


PREFATORY EPISTLR 


TO THE 


Bo 3 5 + 8 
DEAR SIR, | 


T HE celebrated Dr. Prieſtley having long 

preſented to the world a character new 
and curious in its kind, you exprefſed a de- 
' fire, that a portrait of him might be taken 
from his works, and given to the Nabe upon 
a ſmall ſcale, 


In conſequence of what had paſſed, the 
writer of the following pages, having ſdn&e 
acquaintance with the Doctor's publications, 

fat down to a ſketch of his whole-Jength ; 
which, being verified by proper authorities, 
may be conſidered as a piece taken from the 
life, He has employed ſome pains to make 
the drawing correct, and he hopes the colours 
will fond: that if the Doctor's writings 
ſhould hereafter be ſcarce, (as it is conjectured 
they will be) people may bow what he was. 
With 


4 


SD 


maker of J hetford, and a Diſſenting teacher of 4 
Birmingham, called upon to take their ſhare © 


EY | 
With the outward fabernarle of Dr: Prieft= 
tey he has no concern; but with that Dr. 
Prieſtley only, which is to be found in books 
and pamphlets to a very great amount: mens 


cujuſque is eft quiſque : and if the preſent ex- 


hibition of him to the connoiſſeurs, at the 
uſual price of one ſhilling a=piece; ſhall fur- 


iſh you (or nearly ſo) with the thing you 
wiſhed for, and convey to the public | a juſt 


Idea at a ſmall expence, I ſhall be happy; . 


that in a time of leiſure, while the town is 


empty, I could turn my peneil to che Z 2 
ſent ſubje&. | 
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of the government in that eity, which in the 
| al age affected univerſal monarehy ] Thus 
was Babylon once the miſtreſs of the world: 


but if we ſhould go to look for it now, the 


Prophet tells us, we ſhall find 4 neſt of owls: 


| When you think on theſe you 1 
not 88 8 


Tour affeRtionate Brother 


and bumble Servant, 


Tus AUTHOR. 


SMALL WHOLE-LENGTH 
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I. The Style and Learning of Dr. Prigſtley. 
F what kind ſoever our ſentiments may 
be, on ſubjects of religion and lite- 
rature, the manner in which they are deli- 
vered is of ſo much conſequence, that when 5 
an author is ſpoken of, we generally enquire 
in the firſt place, how he writes. The work 
which firſt made Dr. Prieftley more exten- 
ſively known to the public, was his Hiſtory 
of Electricity. Let any reader of judgment 
caſt his. eye over the preface to that hiſtory, 
and he will be ſhocked with the affeQtation _ 
and 3 of his diction. 0 Is ſuch a 
m_ B 2 Ce, 


„ 
jumble of ſcener, Froſpects, objefts ind ideas, 


as render his ſtyle boyiſh and ridiculous. The 


word Views, which occurs ten times in a few 
paragraphs, would never have been permitted 
to ſtand, if the writer had underſtood how to 


reviſe and correct his own language. We are 


told (p. I.) of pleaſing objects according to all 


the genuine and untverſal principles of taſte, de- 


duced from a knowledge of human nature—of 


objects throwing a pleaſing idea upon ſcenes : 
which is. profound nonſenſe ; though the au- 
thor probably took it for fi fine writing. 


When he produces himſelf as the cham- 
pion of his party againſt Mr. Bur#e, the poor 


lame Englith which he preſents to the ſu- 
preme critical eye of that learned gentleman, 
becomes more remarkable and offenſive M hat 
I have more particularly replied to is what he has 


advanced, &. and again (p. 2.) there is nothing 


extraordinary in this revolution having excited, 


&c. In a plain unaſſuming perſon, of little 
education, ſuch miſtakes might be conſidered 
as vernacular overſights; but when they 


come from a teacher of eloquence, who 
writes books upon rhetoric, they take a 


very different character. 
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CEE: 1 
As to Dr. Prieſileys kill in the learned N 
languages, there is a vaſt appearance of it in 
his voluminous writings; 3 but in the critical V ; 
analyſis of Greek and Latin, he is ill-grounded 
and injudicious; inſomuch that any well-train= 
ed ſcholar will ſoon find out that he was never 
put into proper poſſeſſion of ſchool-learning. \ 
The Biſhop of St. David's (then Archdeacon N 
of St. Alban's) charges him with groſs blun- N 
ders, even to the miſtaking of a paſſage, the 
ſenſe of which was hardly to be miſſed at firſt JT 
' fight by a ſchool-boy in his ſecond year of Greek. 
(Tracts, p. 101.) When any man does His 
beſt, candour will be ready to make the moſt 
of him; but when ſuch a perſon holds in 
contempt and defiance his adverſaries, who 
are better learned, he has then no longer any 
claim upon our candour or politeneſs, but 
*deſerves to be held up to the public in his 
true colours; more eſpecially, if any evil 
purpoſe is to be promoted amongſt the ig- 
norant and the diſaffected by his pretenſions 
to ſuperior learning. None of Dr. Prieſtley's 
principles are more miſchieyous in their in- 
tention than his political: we ſhall therefore 1 
begin with a ſhort ſketch of his . fon - IB 
his own writings. | 1 FT 1 
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II. The bare of Dr. Prigtly. 


Hrs ſyſtem is briefly this.” To gain clear 
ideas, as he tells us, he ſuppoſes (in common 
with ſome higher authors who ought to have 
known better) a fate of nature, in which 
every individual is poſſeſſed of natural liberty, 


part of which he reſigns into a common ſtock, 
cout of which ariſes that power of directing the 


conduct of others, which we call government. 
This ſcheme, even at firſt ſight, muſt be 
falſe : becauſe, out of liberty, nothing can 
ariſe but liberty: whereas government is 4 


power of reſtraining, and power muſt ariſe 
out of power, not out of liberty, for this is 
the antagoniſt of power; and accordingly, 
all thoſe buſy gentlemen who are now ſtriv- 


ing againſt government, call themſelves the 


Friends liberty. The principle which diſ- 


ſolves government can never be the principle 


out of which it ariſes; and the caſe 1 is ſo n 
that a child may = it. . : 


This PORT RE 2 runs through all 
Dur author $ politics; in which, as occafion 


requires, he ſubſtitutes power and liberty for 
Te 8 one 


VV 
one another. Thus doth he begin his fun- 
damental definition. — Political liberty con/ifts 


in the power which the members of the flate 


reſerve to themſelves of arriving at public of- 
ces, &c. (Eſſay on the firſt Pr. of Gov. p. 9.) 

Here liberty is confounded with the power 
of governing ; that is, of reſtraining liberty: 
and we reckon a writer who is looſe in a de- 
finition, to be either cloudy in his underſtand- 
ing, or fraudulent in his intention; a ſwin- 

dler in reaſoning, who takes * what he Un 
not fairly * 


— 


When the Doctor 8 W are > hn 


together and compared, the perplexity is ob= 


vious. He diſtinguiſhes (for c/earneſs, as he 
obſerves) liberty 1 into political and civil ; mak- 
ing the latter a power over our own actions, 


of not being ruled; which in effect leave all 
power in equilibrio; and fo amount to no- 


thing. His two ſorts of Aberty are evidently 


two ſorts of power, which annihilate each 


other: and all this 1 is * ne Orr 


oc. ood : ae? 
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and the former a power over the actions of au,. 
others; that is, a power of ruling, anda power 
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He farther aſſerts (p. 12.) that © as every 
man retains, and can never be deprived of his 
natural right of relieving himſelf from all 
oppreſſion ; that is, from every thing that has 
been impoſed upon him without his own conſent ; 
this muſt be the only true and proper founda- 
rion of all the governments ſubſiſting in the 
world.” Which means in plainer Engliſh, 
that the only proper foundation of govern- 


"7s is the power of overturning govern- 


ment; which he calls reheving ourſelves from 
oppreſſion ; and a power this is which may be 
turned againſt the ten commandments ; for 
theſe having been impoſed upon us without our 
own conſent, (it being certain that we had no 


hand in the making of them) are conſe- 


quently, by Dr, Prieſfley's . an oppreſſion. 
23 

It is another of his 7 45 al maxims, 
that kings, ſenators and nobles are to all in- 


tents the ſervants of the public, and account- 


, able to the people: (p. 23.) which principle, 
when transferred from the body civil to the 


body natural, aſſerts the headſhip of the feet 


and toes; which is very good ſenſe when our 
meaning is to turn the world upſide down, 
FT | t 4 
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If it be our intention to overturn eſtabliſh-. 
ments, we muſt advance ſuch principles as 
will promote the great work of decompo- 
fition. But decompoſition, as we find by 
experience, is an experiment attended with 
ſome loſs. When chymiſts undertake to 
analyze, a ſubtile principle evaporates, which 
can never be reſtored: and this extends by 
analogy to other caſes. It is eaſy to take a 
man to pieces ; but life eſcapes in the expe- 
riment, and the man can never be put toge- 
ther any more. Every legal government is 
a compoſition, of which - God, by his laws 
and his providence, makes himſelf a part; 
the animating part, which gives energy and 
effect to the whole. When this is loſt, on 


a2 diſſolution of the ſtate, and of laws hu- 


man and divine, it is not in the power of 
man to reſtore it. There may be a thing 
framed which will call itſelf a government; 
but it will have no authority nor ſtability, 
becauſe it is built upon a looſe bottom. 
Cruelty and revenge will take the place of 
penal, and robbery and facrilege of diſtribu- 
tive juſtice; and a thouſand other evils will 
happen, which all good men will deprecate, 
„„ , 7 


£0 


. 
55 5 


Fs A & 


Becauſe none but evil men can de gainers by 


them; and they only in appearance; for the 


whole is is a deception and a phantom. 


1 Gar author's political caſuiſtry is as cu- 
rious as his principles. He has one meaſure 
for us and another for himſelf. In his Let- 
ters to Mr. Burke he lays it down, that we- 
Have 10 buſineſs to find fault with the French 
for what they have thought proper to do in 
their own affairs, (p. 3.) But if it be a good. 
rule to let our neighbours alone in managing. 
for themſelves, how comes it that the Doctor 


is ſo buſy and ſo ſevere a critic upon the 
Church of England, a ſociety to which he 
does not belong? and why were he and his 
Friends ſo zealous to celebrate the French 
Revolution? Why is he, who is a ſtranger, 
at liberty to applaud and give his ſanction to 
their proceedings: if we, who are alſo ſtran- 
gers, are not at liberty to cenſure them? 
It will never be a matter of indifference 


whether vice or virtue Prevail i in the world: 


the cauſe of the French, in this view of | 


it, is the cauſe of mankind. The Doctor 
and his friends obliged us to conſider whe- 
ther the French had done right or wrong, 


REIN | becauſ: 
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| becauſe they perſuaded us to do the fame 

thing home: 3nd theipfmotions toward it 
alarme £255 at Birmingham, and oc- 

caſioned all thoſe diſturbances, the cauſes of 

which are as well underſtood by the Doctor 

himſelf as by any perſon in this kingdom. 


The French nation were at liberty, he 
ſays, to better their condition without con- 
ſulting us. But here again, the Doctor's ca- 
- ſuiſtry is as looſe as before: for no man can 
be juſtified in bettering his condition, unleſs 
he does it by /awful means. If a man betters 
his condition out of the property and lives of his 
fellow-ſubje&s, he is a felon and a murderer; 
and, as Dr. Franklin rightly obſerved, it 
makes no difference whether this be done by 
-8 angle perſon or by a /arger gang, or by one. 
half of a nation againſt the other half. 


There may be ſome worthy perſons, who, 
although they look up to Dr. Prieſtley as a 
great political caſuiſt, are not above being ad- 
moniſhed. Let them conſider calmly, what is 

in a manner ſelf-evident, that all vice is from | 
the liberty of human action; all virtue from 
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1 
the reſtraints either of law or conſcience. So 
far as reſtraint is from the law of God, it can- 
not be oppoſed. But of this law, no account 
is made by Dr. Prieſtley or his followers : and 
if they are plotting to overturn eſtabliſhments, 
as they openly profeſs, it is proper they ſhould 
keep it out of ſight: for the moment it is 
introduced, all their fairy edifices fall to pieces 
like a houſe of cards. That man muſt be an 
atheiſt or an infidel, who forgets that there is a 
a foundation of law, by which all men are 2 
bound, in their relation to God and to one 
another; and that the ten commandments are | 
made for men in a ſtate of inequality. In the } 
new ſubject of human Right, the ignorant 
may think there is a pro and a con of argu- 
ment againſt argument: but the whole is a 
diſpute between the duties of religion and 
the claims of atheiſm; all of which are an- 
ſwered for ever in this one ſhort ſentence 
x NO MAN HATH A RIGHT TO DO WRONG.” 
- How their plots will ſucceed in time, it may 
be impoſſible to foreſee ; but, I think, be- 1 
fore the party of republicans and unitarians W 
will ſucceed in this country, they muſt pro- . 
vide a political manager not ſo much given 
to betray and contradict himſelf as Dr. Prieſt- 
23 ley: 
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ley: who in one page aſſures us, that unita- 
rians are as good ſubjetts as trinitarians ; and 
in an adjoining page, that they are /aying 
gunpowder, grain by grain, under the old build- 
ing of error and ſuperſtition, which a fingle ſpark 
may hereafter enflame*. This open unguarded 
temper, which lays a plot, and then tells 
to every body, has brought the Doctor into 
great miſcarriages, and was undoubtedly the 


_ * cauſe of all the loſſes he ſuffered at Bir- 


mingham. « erent +, ot mand n v. 


III. of x the F celings of Dr. Prieſtley. 8 


Tur Doctor's feelings are very unaccount- 
able, being totally diſproportionate, and ſome- 
times quite of a contrary nature to their 
cauſes. He tells us how the ſudden union of 
Mr. Burke and Lord North filled him 03h 
herror, (Lett. to Mr. Burke, p. 6.) If an 
unlooked- for coalition in the miniſtry goes 
to court, to manage public buſineſs, he is 
troubled with zhe Horrors; but he can hear of 
captive kings, of plots, maſſacres, confiſca- 
tions, and facrilege, and find all: theſe things 


Free Inq, p. 40—45. 
not 


L 12 ] 
not only agreeable, but conſiſtent with cele- 
brity and feſtivity. He mocks at the huma- 
nity of Mr. Burke, for being alarmed and 
diſturbed at the late horrible commotions in 
France. This worthy gentleman, bleſſed with 
the tender feelings of a poliſhed mind, and 
concerned for the peace of the chriſtian 
world, did look with abhorrence on the con- 
fuſion, inhumanity, and felony of the French 
Revolution; and therefore juſtly and pa- 
thetically exclaimed againſt it, as a moſt 
wicked and cruel tranſaction. At all this 
Dr. Prieſtley wonders; and ſays you are 
 alarmed—you are not cool - your mind is heat- 


ed, &c. &c. The contraſt here is a little 


ſtriking: The one, with the heart of a man 
and a chriſtian, feels, as the attending chap- by 
lain would, at a miſerable efecution ; while 
the other ſtands by with all the indifference 
of the hangman; conſidering only what he 


and his party may get by it; and how the 


_ cataſtrophe may ſerve to promote his own. 
n ideas. 1 

The pow-er of kings and rulers is deſigned | 
by providence as a terror to evil acers ; ſo the 
| rn} 9 be 
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goſpel teaches: and a terror it is, "which ſeems 
to lie very hard upon Dr. Prieftley ; but if 
the law of providence be inverted, and the 
terror happen to fall backwards, upon kings 
and rulers themſelves, then he has his wiſh. 
He rejoices when they are made to tremble, 
as if it were a delicious circumſtance > It 
5s time,” ſays he, * that they, who have made 
others tremble, (i. e. who have been a fer- 
ror to evil-doers) ſhould in their turn tremble 
themſelves. But let the people rejoice.” (Let. 
to Mr. Burke, p. 40.) The two great red letter 
feſtivals of Dr. Priefley's year (kalender'd with 
| blood) are the goth of January and the 14th 
of July. Let all tyrants read the hiſtory of 
both, ſays he, and /remb/e.” We ſhall rare- 
ly meet with any inſtance of a flaming advocate 
for liberty, who does not, through all the diſ- 
. guiſe of his fair words, diſcover the ſpirit of a 
tyrant. If I had no other reaſon for deteſting 
our Doctor's politics, this alone would be ſuf- 
. ficient, that they deliver us over to an un- 
merciful mind, and even invert the paſſions 
natural to man : ſo that when the world is in 


tears, we are preparing for a feaſt; like vul- 


tures, when they ſmell ſlaughter at a diſtance : 
__ in the ſunſhine of peaceable times, like 


e 5 
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| Spenſer's Fiend, which.chews a toad, We wore, 
that cage of Weeping there i „ 
| ' When a man a his own a to 
a thoſe who are witneſſes of it, and expects to 
de believed whatever that man may call him- 
ſelf, we generally agree to call him inpudent. 
Has not our Doctor, for many years paſt, 
been libelling the religion and the clergy of 
the Church of England; predicting ruin to 
the government, and recommending a new 
one after the model of France; calling our 
religious eſtabliſhment, a fungus, a floth, a 
glutton; and threatening it with a deſtructive 
exploſion from the gunpowder, which be 
and his friends have been conveying under 
the fabric? Yet the man who had ſaid all 
fttzeſe things, and many more, (for which ſee 
_ the collection in the Appendix,) tells the in- 
habitants of Birmingham, they had uniform 
experience of his peaceable behaviour for eleven 
years. (See Thoughts on the late Riots ar 
a p- 7.) 


His Letter to Mr. Pitt diſplays a 1 of 5 
aſſurance rarely to be met with. When a 


man, in this country. writes a ſaucy letter to 
a mi- 


1 


| 2 ä uy ig a 3 
a miniſter of ſtate, there is nothing prodi- 


gious in the caſe: but if he does this in de- 


fiance of all decency, and puts his name to 
it, as - Dr. Prieſtley did, he glories in his 
ſhame ; which a man ſeldom does, till he is 


paſt the feeling of it. Tell him his creed 
gives him a near alliance to the Turks; he is 
not abaſhed at it; but conſiders it rather as 


a favourable circumſtance; telling us how the 


Turks are in a fair way to become Chriſtians, | 
becauſe they are Unitarians. *© You are miſ- 


taken,” ſays he, in his Letter to Mr. Park- 
_ burſt, © if you think that I am aſhamed to 


avow my agreement with the Mahometans, 
or any other of the human race, in the doc- 


trine of the divine unity, and to worſhip to- 
gether with them the one God and Father of 
all, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Let- 


Fd 


ters, p. 185.) Whether it be the Reverend 


Mr. Parkburk then, or any other worthy 


gentleman, who ſhall ſuſpe& that the Doctor 


is weak enough to be aſhamed ; he has rea- 
ſon, from the Doctor's own authority, to re- 
tract his ſuſpicions. 
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TV. The Logic of Dr. Prigſig. 
Wu a writer has a good cauſe, and un- 
derſtands it well, His defence of it will be 
plain and rational: but if his cauſe be bad, 
and too weak to ſupport itſelf, he will apply 
1 to the arts of falſe logic, which we call 
1 fopbiſiry; and, as we ſay, will try to perſuade 
. þ people out of their - ſenſes. Dr. Prieſtley has 
| . * Oh 


been celebrated for his abilities: and I am 
4 convinced he is a man of parts, when I 1 ſee 
*; 10udithe ingenuity and variety of his ſubterfuges. g 
When the caſe is deſperate, and we fee him 
ſinking; he is never at a loſs for ſome ſhift 
to keep his head above water. One of his 

| artifices is, to dazzle the eyes of his readers 
| with a ſplendid idea of his own powers. 
The multitude of his volumes, and the ex- 
pedition with which he writes, are favourite 
topics, and frequently alluded to; whence 
the public is to believe, that he is greater 
than other men, becauſe he writes faſter ; 
and that he writes unanſwerably, becauſe he 


with him, to find fault with the qualifica- 
tions of his antagoniſts: none of them 
are the right * ſort of men: ſo inſtead of 
amm 


writes without end. It is a common evaſion - 


E 
anſwering their arguments, he amuſes his 
readers with reflexions on their learning. and 


abilities: and the world is to infer, how , 
powerfully he would confute and diſplay his 2 
ſuperior {kill in the ſcience of defence, if he A 4 


could but meet with a proper opponent. But 2 — 


unfortunately they are all of the wrong ſort; 
ſo he treats with contempt all that are paſt, 


ad 


and with defiance all that are to come z aſ- 


ſuring the public, that the greateſt coward may 
think himſelf a match for the orthodox—T 


Have reconnoitred the force of the enemy, and! 


fee nothing that can daunt the moſt timid—T 
want to ſee their Goliah—Thus doth the 


Doctor flouriſh his pen over the heads of us 
weak churchmen, in the ſpirit of a prize- 


fighter. In the ſame vapouring ſtrain, he 
calls Dr. Horfley, the preſent Biſhop of St. 


David's, a boaſtſul Champion, ſp confuted and = 


baffled by himſelf, that all thè encomiums and 8 


encourage ments of his friends cannot bring him 
into the field again. (Letters to the Dean of 


Cant. p. 3.) Here we have a ſpecimen of the & 


language of the cockpit, applied to a digni= x 


tary of the church, and a controverſy in divi- 
Eye” The caſe is this: If perſons of better 


Cc 5 learning 
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learning and more manners leave hit to hun- 
ſelf, becauſe they find it is to no purpoſe to 
argue with him; he reports, that they have 
ran away, and left him in poſſeſſion of the 


field. He puts a like interpretation upon 
the pious conduct of Dr. Horne. This moſt 
amiable of men, when Dean of Canterbury, 
preached an exhortatory ſermon on the duty 
of contending earneſtly for the faith: which 
exhortation Dr. Prieſtley very ingeniouſly in- 
terprets into the voice of diſtreſs : as if all his 
opponents were confuted, and the good Dean 
crying out for more belp; the Champion of 
Socinianiſm had got them all down, and was 
belabouring them at his mercy. Much of 
the Doctor's logic conſiſts in boaſting and de- 
fiance. He therefore tells the world, the 
defenders of orthodoxy have no dependence 
but on the a&# of William and Mary, which 
he calls the real Goliab in this buſineſs. (Free 
Enquiry, p. 80.) But Dr. Prieftley knows 
this Goliah has never been produced, becauſe, 
ſo far as argument is wanted, we find our- 


5 ſelves able to do without it. But, if to apply 


to other aids, is tacitly to confeſs our weak- 
neſs in point of argument; how comes he 
| . — Mn 


1 


to depend, fo much as he does, on the foreign 
helps of railing bluſtering and terrifying ? 
This impertinent application to the force 


ill words, I-call þ;s Act of W Pilliam and Mary, 
which he is putting into execution on every 
occaſion ; and therefore, by his own rule, he 
iS is under a ſtate « of conſcious inability_ and 


e * = 


There is a ſophiſtry in defying the laws 
made for the ſupport of religion, which few 
people can fee through. From their non 
execution, it is argued, that we are aſhamed 
of them, as being ſenſible they are the fences 

of falſehood. It is likewiſe ſuſpected that 
the Socinians are courting perſecution, and 
wiſh the laws to be put in force againſt 
themſelves: but this can never be the caſe with 
thoſe men who make ſo great a ſhew of their 
impunity ; and are fo frequently turning it 
into an argument in their favour. In truth, 
their logic will be a match for us either v way: 
if the laws are executed, then it is becauſe 
we haye no argument: : if they are not exe- 


PA 


. 


cuted, then it is becauſe we are afraid it 


ſhould be ſeen that we have no e ſo 
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| they have us at bay in either caſe. The ex- 
perience of the world tells us, on the one 
idle, that impunity begets licentiouſneſs : and 
| Prudence teaches, on the other, that penal 


laws ſhould never be executed, if lighter me- 
thods are found ſufficient. Our laws in ſup- 


port of religion, were not intended to ex- 


. clude fair and reaſonable argument; their uſe 
is to repreſs inſolence and outrage; and to 
ſecure the peace of the fate; which never 
thought itſelf ſecure with ſubjects, who 


boldly deny the Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and teach the people to do the fame. If 
there is any proper object of ſuch a law, it 


is the man, who, when he ſhould be arguing, 
falls to blaſpheming : who, becauſe he is not 


able to confute, alarms the minds of his 


readers with the prof; pe& of being ſoon over- 
powered by numbers, or deſtroyed by ſome 
ſudden and unforeſeen exploſion, for which 
he and his friends have ſo long been prepar- 
ing the materials. I leave Dr. Prigſtiey to 
hock into the writings of modern controver- 


tiſts, and ſee· if he can find a * of that 


deſc ription. 
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11 
Ander of the Doctor s arts, is to impoſe 


upon his readers with unfair ſamples. Thus, 


if an adverſary ſhould lay upon him a dozen , 
x bard names, of which eleven ſhould be true, 


and the twelfth doubtful ; he will pick out 
the laſt, and hold it up to the public as a 
ſpecimen of all the reſt. In this way he can 
anſwer a large book before breakfaſt ; by 
taking a few paſſages without their depen- 
dences, and then boaſting that he has con- 


futed the whole work, TW . 57 A 
0 Ke e , * 


But Dr. Prigtiiy never diſplays bis ſophiſ- ane. 2 
try to greater advantage, than when he un- 
dertakes to evade the force of a text of ſcrip- 
ture, which is very often neceſſary, from the 
part he has unhappily taken in divinity, 
The ſcripture aſſerts plainly of Jeſus Chriſt, , Ig 
that all thin gs were created by him and for — 
bim, and he is before all things, and by him all 
things conſiſt. Col. viii. 16. Now behold the 
; anſwer to this plain poſitive ſcripture—* Þ 
2" © would only obſerve,” fays the Doctor, 
| «* that neither the earth, nor the ſun, moon 
* or ſtars, nor any, material ſubſtance, js ſpe. 
* cified among the things created by him,” 
(See Letters, p. 119.) So all things ſignify | 
5 none 


1 


— 


3 
I , 


1. 22 
none of theſe things, becauſe none of them 
are particularly mentioned. To rid himſelf 
of the argument for the pre- exiſtence and 
N. divinity of Chriſt from the act of creation, 
&c. he ſuppoſes, that as Chriſt is ſaid to 
have reconciled the world as well as created 
it, created and reconciled may well be ſu ppoſed 
to be ſynonimous : ſo that if a man reconciles 
two neighbours at variance, he may be faid 
to have created them. I beg the reader to 
review p. 118, 119, 120 of his letters to 


1 N 1 Dr. Price, as a ſpecimen of Unitarian logic 


Th 


and divinity ; ſuch as the learned Biſhop of * 
St. David's might well run away from ; but 
not becauſe he 1 is beaten out of the field, | 
of ee Lau / 
© We We prove 1 divinity of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, ur, by ſhewing that the ſame divine acts 
dre Ucribed to Him as to God: and as the 
Almighty is demonſtrated by the works of 
omnipotence, the argument will never be an- 
ſwered. But nothing is too hard for Dr. 
Prieſtley ; ; who replies, that this argument 
will proye God and Satan to be the ſame being ; 
becauſe it is ſaid of David, that God moved 
him to number the people; and in another 
mf that Satan Taper him. But the 
1 Doctor, 


wy ( 23 5] 

Doctor, who writes very 7, cannot ſtop 
oh ſuch occaſions to make proper diſtinc- 
tions: all he aims at is, to make a little ap- 
pearance, and get off as ſoon as he can. 

Temptation is no divine act; which is the 

thing always ſuppoſed in the argument he is 
anſwering. God, or man, or even Satan 

himſelf, may be faid to tempt, if regard be 

had to the ſenſe in which it is ſpoken : but 74 1 
God and Satan are neyer_faid either to have u. 
createg the world or to have ſaved 1 it. Such, 
however, is the ſtyle of criticiſm, which Dr. = | 
Priefiley has oppoſed to Mr, Jones's Catholis & 
Do@rme of the Trinity. (See his Letters to ele 
Students in the Un roer fittes * #2 


When a man is what we call a Proteus, 6 

can transform himſelf from one ſhape to ano» 

ther, and aſſume any temper, to ſerve the pre- 

ſent purpoſe ; he can be audacious when he i 

is in fear; pleaſed when he is vexed ; glad +42 

when he is forry ; and compaſſionate while + 4 

he is gratified with another's miſery. Our 

Doctor rejoices in the orthodox defences of 

the church of England, becauſe, as he in- 

forms my Lords the Biſhops, they will haſten 

its defiruttion, He is glad that his property | _ 

„ and 5 
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and his life were attacked, becauſe this does - 


found this the only way of anſwering them. 
Every thing makes for him, which we ſhould 
ſuppoſe to be againſt him. He boaſts, that 
the Unitarians are more obliged to Dr. Horſey, | 
than to any Trinitarian : but for what, no 
mortal can tell, unleſs it be for detecting and 
/ expoſing them paſt remedy to the world. 
The deſign of all this is, to make the writers 
of the church believe, that notwithſtanding 
all their efforts, they do and will write to no 
good purpoſe ; rather to a bad one; and that 
they may as well give it up, and leave the Doc- 
tor unmoleſted in corrupting our faith, and de- 
luding the people, till the grand plot of total 
ſubverſion ſhall be ripe for Execution, 


I chall trbuble the reader but with one 
more of his ſophiſms ; which js that of his 
inſinuating ſo frequently as he does, that the 
age in which we live is greatly enlightened. 
Every monitor who adviſes us to become 
wiſer than we are deſerves to he heard: but 
his meaning is, that we ought not to be con- 
tented with the faith of our forefathers, be- 
cauſe we know ſome new things of which 


our 


honour to his writings ; his adverſaries having 1 95 


TT 
our forefathers were ignorant. The argu- 
ment is altogether impertinent and inconſe- 
quential: but weak minds, and young ſcho- 
lars, whoſe vanity grows faſter than their wiſ- 
dom, may be influenced by it. The age, it 
is true, has found out ſome new experiments 
in philoſophy ; and have acquired ſome new 
ideas in natural hiſtory :- but what then? what 
is this to our religion? Have we found out a 


new bible? If we get forward in learning, is 
that any reaſon why we ſhould go back ward 
in divinity ? There are, to be ſure, ſome cu- 
rious diſcoveries of late years, and we cannot 
deny it. Our new vellum paper, which goes 
by the name of the wove paper, is of a qua- 
| lity and ſubſtance much ſuperior to the paper 
made in former years: but if all Dr. Prieft- 
ley's improvements in theology, with all his 
interpretations of the ſcripture, were written 
upon it, the blank paper of the laſt century 
would be a better thing in the library of an 
Engliſhman. The preſent reformers of France 
call themſelves the //uminated : but they were 
a people of more worth and wiſdom with 
their old darkneſs about them, than with 
their new light; which, like a coup de ſoleil 


upon their brain, has put them out of their "ob 
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wits; and made them, what Dr. Prieftley's 

| principles would ſoon make us, if they ſhould 

be generally admitted, madmen, 1 — 
cannibals. eats 


: v. 1 he Religion 95 Dr. Prieftey. 
DR. Priefiley s religion muſt þe deſcribed 


differently from that of other men: all by 
negatives; for he has taken great pains to 
ſhew us what he is not. The truth of religion 
js nothing yet known, but ſomething that will 


be found out, if there be but di cuſſon enough; 


and therefore diſcuſſion is what he is con- 
ſtantly recommending. There is to be no 


eſtabliſhment of any kind; but all diſcuffon, 


diſcuſſion ; and the end of it, a right under, 
ſtanding of religion, Every perſon who is 
ſtrongly poſſeſſed with any perſuaſion, of which 


he has no proof, is an enthuſiaſt or fanatic, 
Dr. Prieſtley comes fairly under this deſcrip- 
tion, becauſe he turns praphet without his 
credentials. * Whatever was the beginning of 
this world, ſays he, ( the ond of it will be 


glorious and paradiſaical, beyond what our ima- 
ginations can now concetve z the contemplation of 


which always makes me happy.” (Eflay on 


Gov. 1 5 0 How this will come to paſs the 


Doctor 


3 


Co 1 
Doctor to be ſure knows ; but we can only 
conjecture from his example; who, as he 
tells us himſelf, was once what we commonly 
call a Chriſtian, but what he calls a Trinita- 
rian; then he was a high Arian; then a low 1 
x Arian, like his friend Dr. Price; then he Sean x} 
became a Socinian, and that, as he confeſſes, | 
of the /owe/t kind. (Letters, p-. 101.) All theſe 
changes axe in a progreſs of deſcent ; the 
Doctor is a falling body all the way, We 
may judge from this his prog, neſs toward pa- 
radiſaical felicity, what the end will be: men 
will believe leſs and leſs all the way, as he 
has done, till they come to paradi ;ſe and be- 
lieve nothing at all. The learned have held 
many arguments about the ſituation of para- 
diſe ; but thus much we learn now for cer- 


Fans chat the road to paragiſe is downwards, hun a 


'In his capacity of 2 prophet, he tells us 
what wonderful things will come to paſs in 


conſequence of the French revolution. His 
th letter to Mr. Burke is ſuch a curioſity 
upon this ſubject, that I wiſh with the reader 
would peruſe the whole. "He will there diſ- | 
cover, what a newand happy creation is to ariſe 


out of mae French Chaps. Religion ſhall no 
| longer. r 


4 


eee, bo of they 
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longer be eſtabliſhed but truth will eſtabliſh 


itfelf—Governments will all be rectified, when 
the the ſuperſtitious reſpect paid to hings and 


 priefts ſhall vaniſh : all contention for power 
ſhall ceafe, and differences will no longer be 
determined by the ſword: the grand ſecret . 
is difcovered of living without war. Reli- 
gious diſputes will be at an end; becauſe WG 


great a majority will be of one opinion. that the 


minority will ſeg the neceſſity of groing way. 
The one opinion is, his own opinion, Soci- 
nianiſm of the loweſt kind; and the thing 


which is to be overpowered by numbers, and 
give way, is the Chriſtian perſuaſion: and 


thus he provides for the preſervation of reli- 


gious liberty to us all. Some muſt decide, 


and the reſt muſt grve way, and then every 
man will, as the Doctor has it, provide reli- 
gion for Himſelf. How 1gnorant would this 
world be, if there were not prophets to en- 


lighten it! I would not, however, depend 


| abſolutely on the Doctor's infallibility. For 


when he wrote his letters to Mr. Burke, he 
foreſaw the approaching downfal of that nui- 
ſance (p. 128.) that old and decayed building 


(129:) the Church of England, from the 5 


rapid increaſe of the Diſſenters, and particu. 
| 2 


1 
larly of thoſe at Birmingham. But how little 
do prophets ſometimes foreſee! The fable 
tells us; how the aſtrologer, gazing at the ſtars 
and foretelling the fate of empires, did not 
foreſee, that he himſelf was falling into a 
ditch : even ſo, that ruin which the Doctor 
had fo plainly and fo poſitively predicted to 
the old building, fell unfortunately upon the 
new meeting- - houſe, and upon hisowndwelling. 
Ho active the Doctor might be at that time 
in promoting the ruin he had in proſpect, he 
knows better than we do: but inſtead of being 
. ſo weak as to take any thing to himſelf, he 
perſiſts in laying all the blame upon the clergy | 
of Birmingham. Yet he has not made it 
appear in a fingle inſtance, that any _perſon of 
x character had a ſhare in the miſchief of the 
late riots: it rather appears to have orj iginated | 
totally with the undiſtinguiſhing vulgar : who | 
ſceing their country menaced by ſome alarm- | 
ing motions toward a French revolution in | 
England, and not approving it, very unadvi- 
ſedly took the preſeryative juſtice of the time be. 
1 


into their own hands, Perſons of more tre- 
fined underſtandings act differently. When 
they ſee a man parading the ſtreets with a 
torch in his hand; telling the populace that 
the combuſtibles are all ready; and that the 
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conflagration will be ſudden and unexpected; 
they are tender of his rights; ſo they leaye 
him to proceed, and wait to ſee what he will 
do; and when the town is on fire, they try 
to put it out as well as they can. This was 
the policy which biought the city of London 
to the verge of deſtruction in 1780. Sleeping 
juſtice in time of danger; and a dangerous 
execution of it by the vulgar, are ſo bad, that 
it is hard to ſay which is the worſt; yet we 
might have juſtified the latter on our Docter's 
principles; which are accommodated to the 
demolition of churches, but not of conven- 
ticles, We might have pleaded, that old and 
decayed buildings, maintained at a great ex- 
pence, for purpoſes. of error and fuperftition, 2 


being nujſances, it were better for the good "*"- 


che whole, that they ſhould be removed by 
the juſtice of the people: Unitarian. liberty 
being an adequate compenſation for a time of 


calamity ; and a paradaical fiate upon carth, 
the glorious end of all. 


The chriſtian religion ſits ſo at upon 
; him, that he can droll and ſport with the 
greateſt objects of it, in a manner fearful to 


repeat. Comparing the Arianiſm of Dr. 


| Clarke with the Arianiſm of Dr. Price, he 
= HOP > 


* 
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 feoffingly remarks, that the diminutive 10 N 
of Dr. Price ſhrinks into nothing before tlis | 
4 . Jogos of Dr. Clarke ! (Letters, p. 160.) And 0 \ | 
* bf tranſubſtantiation he ſays—** with what un- 
ſpeakable reverence and devotion do the Ca- . ? | 
| tholics eat their maker.” (p- toi.) The > 4 
Catholics are in error upon this ſubject; but J 


LS 
14 
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the ſubject, in every view of it, is ſo great, 13 | 

that no ſerious Chriſtian would treat it with | | 

words of contempt. The Heathens fre- V N Y 
dd 


N 


x quently mocked at the firſt and beſt Chriſ- 
tians for eating thar Deity ; ſtating ng the doc- 
trine in the ſame terms of mockery as Dr. 


Prieſtley does, becauſe they felt the ſubjeck \% 
as little as they underſtood it. — 


yo Hay eie the de, e a. nel, JH ai hers * 
Levity upon ſacred . is bad enough; 
but blaſphemy is worſt of all. If chriſtianity 
is the revelation of God, Jeſus Chriſt is adorable * 
and eternal; the only begotten Son of God, ew 6 _ 
to be honoured by men and angels, as the | 
father himſelf is honoured ; and the time of 
his appearance is approaching, when the hea« 
ven and earth which he created ſhall fly away 
before his face. This is the divine Per- 
ſon, concerning whom, Dr. Prigſtley reflects 
upon. the Church of England for tempting- 
5 ws * to . 1 worſhip to a 
F  Jellows 
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ſellru- creature, to a man like ourſehues, (Let- 
ters to Dr. Horne, p. 21.) 4 mere man, the 
fon of Toſeph and Mary naturally as aveak, © 
as fallible, and as. peccable as other men—poſ- . 
fefſed of no natural advantages over his father 
Feoſeph, or any other man in a fimilar ſituation 
of life in Fudza. (Letters, p. 172.) At Paris, 
ſince the date of their illumination, the moſt 
hideous blaſphemies have been cryed about 
the ſtreets; (they are a little farther advanced 
in their way toward paradiſe than we are) and 
o great are the liberties taken by Dr. Prieft- 
2 againſt divine revelation, that if he had 
| lived in the days of Oliver Cromwell, he 
might have reckoned himſelf very fortunate 
„if he had eſcaped the fate of James Naihr. 
The difference between them is no more than 
this: Dr. P. believes Jeſus Chriſt to have 
been a peccable man: James Nailor believed 
a peccable man to be Feſus Chriſt. Yet 
this is the man who. writes paſtoral let- 
ters to ſtudents in the univerſity, Metho- 
diſts, Jews and Emanueliſts ; who thinks 
himſelf a terror to biſhops, prieſts and dea- 
cons ; and labours to convert all men by the 
ſuperior excellence of his own perſuaſion. 
By Emanueliſts, I mean the followers of 
y en, Swedenborg ; who among the other 
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groſs errors of their new revelation, hold a 


doctrine in direct oppoſition to- Dr. Prięſtley: 
the latter, as we ſee, maintains that Jeſus 


Chriſt is 2 man like ourſelves ; but Sweden- 


borg taught, that the humanity of Chriſt is 
God; even that God whoſe name is the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ! To ſhew 
how miſtaken Dr. Prieſtley is in his judg- 
ment of things, he has written an addreſs to 
thoſe people, reminding them how near their 
doctrine is to his own, and that as they are 


not much divided, they may as well work to- 
_ gether: but the reſult is, they diſlike him as 


much as he miſtakes them: and if both ſides 


argue till doomſday, neither will ever be con- 
verted to truth by what the other has to 
offer. 


VI. Of his Philoſophy. 


By many worthy perſons: who take a ſide- 


view of Dr. Prigſtley, he has been celebrated 
in his capacity of a natural philoſopher: and 


very juſtly: he is indiſputably eminent in in- 
venting and diverſifying experiments; ſuch 


eſpecially as relate to the analyſis of the air. 
Pak ſo far as we can ſee for ourſelves, and 


- D 7 have 
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have learned from the ſentiments of others, 


he is by no means ſo happy in explaining his 
experiments as in performing them: and in 
philoſophy is found to fluctuate 1 in his princi- 


ples, much as he does in divinity and poli- 
tics. The thing is taken different ways. 


Some, from an admiration of his philoſophi- 
cal abilities, become infected with his reli- 


gious errors: while others, ſhocked by the 


impiety of the latter, become jealous of phi- 
loſophy altogether, and think the ſtudy dan- 


gerous; becauſe it is ſo frequently obſerved, 
that philoſophy deceives itſelf, and becomes 
too proud to be a chriſtian. If the philoſo- 


3 Dr. Prieſtley ſhould have tempted him 


to blaſphemy, he would have been a better 
man without it; and the time may come, when 
even he himſelf will wiſh there had been no 


ſuch thing upon earth. The extreme weak- 


neſs and want of ſenſe in churchmen, are very 


favourite topics with him: our clergy are 


univerſally bigotted and ſuperſtitious, or hypo- 
critical and hardened, for profe/ing with the 


church, and believing with Dr. Prieſtley : fo 


they are all contemptible for the one reaſon 
or the other: and he accordingly, while he 


claims the merit of great candour, abuſes 


them 
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them at his will in his publications. Several 
years ago, he promiſed himſelf ſo much ſuc- 


' ceſs from the effect of philoſophy. in over- 4 
turning our eſtabliſhment, that the clergy, he 


thought, had reaſon to tremble for the fate 
of their hierarchy at the ſight of an air-pump: 
though the hierarchy has nothing more to 
fear from a philoſophical apparatus in proper 
hands, than Dr. Prieftley's meeting-houſe 
from a bladder of inflammable air. Strange 
effects do ſometimes follow from unexpected 
cauſes, Dr. Franklin, who lighted up that 
fire in America, which has now extended with 
increaſed fury to France, derived much of 
his influence from the fame he had acquired 
in philoſophy. We hope his brother Doctor, 
who is neither ſo uſeful a philoſopher, nor ſo 
clear a writer, will not ſucceed ſo well in ſe- 
parating the people of England from their 
government, as his predeceſſor did in ſepa- 
rating the colonies from the mother country. 
But he makes a dangerous uſe of Philoſophy, 
hen he ſuggeſts to young people in our uni- 
verſities, that they ſhould refuſe to receive 
divinity otherwiſe than as they recerve philgſo- 
phy *. And how is that ? Do not they re- 
3 See his letters to them, p. 45. 
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ceive philoſo 170 on 95 authority of man, and 
the evidence of experiment ? Whereas we 


x receive divinity on the authority of God, and 


0 x the evidence of Faith; which, as the apoſtle 


— 


& 


* 
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"teaches, is the evidence of things not ſeen ; and 
things not ſeen cannot have the evidence of 
experiment, If young men proceed as he ad- 
viſes, they will miſcarry as he has done: we 
would therefore warn them to beware of 


| 1 * what he has inſinuated upon this ſubject; 


there being a little too much of the fox in it 
for them to diſcover, till they are better in- 
formed. What are the preſent incendiaries 
of France, but a gang of philoſophical fe- 
lons; who, becauſe they could not receive 
divinity as they received philoſophy, have 
aſtoniſhed the world with ſuch a ſcene of ab- 


ſurdity, rapine, murder, and ſacrilege, as is 


not to be found in the annals of man? It 
ſeems as if the providence of God intended 
to ſhew the world, by their example, to what 
2 deplorable degree of depravity the nature 
of man may ſink, when it deſpiſes the lights? 
of religion. As philoſophers they began-with 
a ſovereign contempt for all mankind but 
themſelves, as poor low creatures of a dif- : 
ferent ſpecies: and what is the conſequence | 


of 
. — See 25. 
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of their pride ? they themſelves are fallen be- 


lo the nature of man, and are become a ſpec- 
tacle of inhumanity to the world: but they are 


greatly admired by Dr. Prieftley. The ſcience 1. 


of philoſophy is pleaſant, and may be very im- 


proving to the mind: but what will a man 


gain, if he ſhould take philoſophy in exchange 


for his ſoul ? Of this danger Dr. Purſis gave 


very proper and ſeaſonable warning from an 


univerſity pulpit. But our author objects to 
his application of St. Paul's admonition, to 
beware of. pbilgſophy, becauſe, ſays he, the 


philoſophy intended by the apoſtle was that 


of the Gngſtics; which having long been out 
of date, no danger is now to be apprehended 
from it, But in this he aſſerts what the text 


will not warrant. St. Paul ſpeaks of à phi- 
loſophy K T&% FOYER TE KOGft8 accordin g to 


the elements of the world; concerning which 
elements, philoſophers of all ages have had 


variety of traditions, and were, as they are 
now, for ever wrangling and diſputing. If 
this be the ſenſe of go, (as the nargin 
gives it) natural philoſo phy is particular- » 
ly ſpecified: and if it be not, that kind 
of philoſophy muſt be included; becauſe 
we are bid. to beware of all but that 
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which is after Chriſt : and the philoſophy 


in which Dr. Prieſtley has diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf, will certainly not come under 


that deſcription. The do&rines of the Gnoſ- 


tics are dead and gone; but the /pirir of 
the Gnoſtics, a worſe thing, is alive ſtill, and 


in a flouriſhing ſtate: I mean that vain hu- 


mour of being thought more #nowing than 
other Chriſtians ; that affectation of being 


 40iſe without book, and preferring the wild 


imaginations of their own brain to the wiſ- 
dom of divine revelation. This is the cor- + 
rupt tree whoſe fruit poiſons the world; and 

of that fruit, the philoſophy of the Gnoſtics 


Was but an inconſiderable part. The Gnoſtic 


ſpirit never diſplayed itſelf more than in the 


| whole Socinian ſyſtem, and particularly in 
the writings of our preſent philoſopher ; who 
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inſtead of lifting up his mind to the myſte- 
ries of the goſpel, is for reducing all myſte- 
ries to the level of his own underſtanding ; ; 
and conſequently, he ſoon finds himſelf un- 
der the neceſſity of denying them: of which 

I produce this ſingular example. Great is 
the myſtery of godlmeſe, faith the apoſtle, Goll 
was manifeſt in the fleſh, &c. Myſteries, 
faith the Doctor, the only myſteries known 


to 


8 

fo the ſeripture, are things perfecil/ intelligi- 
ble: therefore to make his perfectly intelli- 
gible, he changes the myſtery of the incar- 
nation into the mere fact of ſpeaking by in- 
ſpiration: God manifeſt in the fleſh, that is, 
Speaking to mankind by the man Chriſi Feſus w. 
God was therefore no otherwiſe manifeſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt than in any other prophet 5) 
whom he had ſþoken to mankind ; and ſo Moſes 

or 1/aiah were as truly God manifeſt in the fleſh 


A. 


4 Jeſus Chriſt, e br hd ned iet og 


His Gngſticin is farther apparent in the 
boaſtings, which ſo frequently occur in favour 
of his own attainments, too ſurfciting to be 
repeated. He has been ſo accuſtomed to ex- 
travagant and indiſcriminate flattery from his 
brethren and admirers, that he looks upon 
encomium as his due; and therefore beſtows 
it largely upon himſelf, Though Mr. Park- 
burſt, the firſt Hebrew ſcholar of the age, 
has detected him in palpable errors in that 
language, nothing checks him; and he an- 
ſwers it all by telling us, how at eighteen 
years of age he was able to teach Hebrew, 


"7D Letters to Dr. Horne, &. p. 67. 
24 Though 
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Though convicted of illiterate miſtakes in 


Greek by Dr. Horſley, and in Latin by 


Mr. Badcock; he ſtill holds out the flag of 
defiance as hefore, and gives us to know, 


(leaving us to nile if we pleaſe, as we pro- 
- bably Hall) that as he would not exchange his 


knowledge of the Greek with that of Dr. Horſ- 
ley, /o neither would he exchange his knowledge 


„ Hebrew even with that of Mr. Parkhurſt*, 
I have known many boaſters ; but not one 


that was a man of any permanent effect; 
becauſe this failing betrays ſuch great want of 


diſcretion and good manners. Boldneſs and 


importunity will have weight with the igno- 


rant; and the mountebank is often well paid 


for his bouncings upon a ſtage at a country 
market. Saucineſs of language to ſuperiors 
will always give pleaſure to the mean and the 
malicious: and people of common underſtand- 
ings think it impoſſible that any man ſhould 
be ſo confident, unleſs there is ſome ſtrength 
in his cauſe. But there being none, confj- 125 
dence is neceſſary to ſupply the defect; and 


without it ſome writers could never. get "tor 


ward. It was my fortune to be acquainted | 


* Letters, p. 187. 5 
VVV with 


with a worthy diſſenting . 855 bi 
ing been at the ſame academy with Dr. Prie/t- 


ley, told me, he was the moſt conceited youth 
that ever came amongſt them; who thought 
he then knew every thing ; and diſcovered, 


in the bud, that ſame ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit 


which being now full-blown, and in matu- 
Tity, rails at doctors, deans and biſhops, 
for the inferiority of their leari. ing. When 
I call to mind the character of the plain 
honeſt man who related this, a perſon of the 
old puritanical perſuaſion ; I am ſorry to ſee 
(being no enemy to conſcientious diſſenters, for 
many of whom [I have great reſpect, and with 


whom I have held long acquaintance) a new 


generation daily increaſing upon us, with ſo 
little of the faith and piety of their predeceſ- 
ſors. I could point out another of their mi- 


niſters, in a very conſpicuous ſituation, who is 


orthodox in his belief, and peaceable in his 
politics: but what ſhall we ſay, when ſuch a 
man is ſcouted by his brethren, and chal- 


lenged. to name one ſingle miniſter more 
among the diſſenters, who is of the ſame 


opinions with himſelf? If this be true, they 
are all gone out of the Way 3 and with little 
chance of returnin Pg to N any more, if they 


put 


ys 
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put themſelves under the direction of Dr. 
8 Fig. . 5 2 6. ee. 2. a4 

It has been a matter of wonder to many, 
how he has been attended to ſo much as he 
has been. I heard it obſerved lately, that he 
rarely writes a controverſial piece without 
contradicting himſelf fifty times before he 
gets to the end of it: which want of con- 
fiſtency will be found in every writer who is 
without true principles. When we ſee ſuch a 
man, with abilities ſo ill directed, riding the 


3 underſtandings of a large party of people, the 


caſe ſeems at firſt unaccountable : but, if duly 
conſidered, it will explain itſelf ; for parties 
will ſubmit to any thing: they have a tame 
ſide as well as a wild one: they will bear 


' every thing, and they will bear nothing. Some 


little time after the riots at Birmingham, a 
Quaker went into a coffee-houſe of that 
place; where meeting with a Diſſenter, one 
of the Doctor's abettors, Well, friend,” 
ſaid he, how doſt thou do now?“ «© Do?” 
faid the other, * I ſhould do well enough, if 
we were not prteſt-ridden,” ** Friend,” fajd 
the Quaker. thou art Prieftley-ridden.” To 


this privilege of riding the people, the Doc- 
tor 


* 
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tor advanced himſelf, partly in virtue of the 
philoſophical fame he had fo juſtly acquired: 
and he might have kept his ſeat better, had 
he been more temperate in his politics, and 
more ſound in his divinity. But he incau- 
tiouſly mounted the wrong ſteed at Birming- 
bam; and putting on with more haſte than 
good ſpeed, the beaſt threw his heels into the 
air: and it is probable the Doctor will not 

put his foot into that ſtirrup any more. 


Whatever degree of popularity he may have 
acquired with his party, he has little reaſon 
on that conſideration to be high- minded. Po- 
pularity is too frequently the reward of baſe 
arts and bad principles, and has been be- 
ſtowed on very bad characters. The famous 
Jitus Oates, the ſon of an Anabaptiſt teacher 
and dipper, a peſtilent incendiary of the laſt 
century, who was whipped from Newgate to 
Tyburn for perjury, agreed very much with 
Dr. Prie/tlty in ſome of his religious opinions, 
The beſt name he could find for” Acbaualul. 
(vas, that creed-making raſcal. He was always 
delighted, and remarkably active, when miſ- » 
chief of any kind was going forward againſt 
the church. In the day of his proſperity, 


— 


TL 


he was a perſonage of ſuch influence, that ns 


man dared to open his mouth againſt him, 


for fear of being put into a plot, and either 
hanged or ſent to the Tower; and nearly a 
whole ſeſſions of parliament was employed 
upon him. He aſſumed the doctorate; was 
ſerved in plate; and had a penſion of 6ool, 
per annum. His name was as precious then, 
as that of Thomas Pain, is now now,, and with 
the ſame fort of people, for the fame reaſon, 
an uncommon diſpoſition and ability to diſ- 
turb the peace of mankind. Dr. Prigſtley 
ougght to be, and might be, a character very 
ſuperior to theſe: he has great merit with 
natural philoſophers for what he has done 
well, and they have given him at leaſt as 
much as his due: but his popularity with a 
party may be accounted for from ſome other 
_ qualifications in which he more nearly reſem- 
2” bles Titus Oates and 7. homas Pain. The pa- 
triots who rule the floods of ſedition in France, 
have honoured our Doctor (as the newſpapers 
egg with their teſtimony, that his prin- 
ciples and his inclinations are up to the highh- 
water mark of republican miſchief; and in ſo 
doing have given that warning to Engliſh- 
men, which none of them can want, who are 


1 
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in any degree acquainted with the rt of 
his publications *. 


* When Dr. Prięſtley would whet our appetites for a 
new revolution, he holds out to us the noble example f 
America, and the noble example of France, which has 
grown out of it. But the Americans are not in ſuch an 
enviable ſtate as he repreſents, whoſe judgment is very 
little to be depended upon. An. inquiſitive and judicious 
gentleman, who has lately viſited ſeveral parts of Ame- 
rica, and converſed with people of all ranks, aſſured me, 
he found but two perſons of character who expreſſed any in- 
gereft in the French revolution; and that the French nation 
is univerſally held in very low eſteem there. In religion, 
he obſerved, they are in a poor condition ; broken into 
parties by a ſectarian ſpirit almoſt univerſally prevailing, 
and tending to the extirpation of all ſolid piety. In the 
ſouthern provinces, the chief religion is purg deiſn, called 
by the name of philoſophy in Europe; W has produced 
their unbounded tolerations, — voy 
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In the moral principle, they are certainly not improved; 
many of them having been induced to favour a ſeparation 
from this country, with a view to be well rid of their 
Britiſh creditors. The ſmall province of Virginia only, 
owed two millions to the mother country at the begin- 
ning of the war; and it is not in my power to ſhew how 
much of it has been paid. Their courts, I am told, are 
to this day not opened for fulfilling the 4th article of the 
peace, which obliged them to the payment of their debts ; 
and on that very conſideration, our government can enter 
into no commercial negociation with them, It is an 
univerſal complaint, that ſcarce”: a debt contracted by the 
| American | 
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The dnalyfs of Dr. Priefty. 


Wurx a ſtrange phznomenon appears in 
nature, we are all deſirous to account for it. 
Dr. Prieſtley being a phænomenon in religion 

and learning, it is natural to look for ſome 
ſolution of him. The excurſions of his mind 
are unbounded ; his verſatility is without ex- 
ample; ; his e in argument, an; 3 


American Rates i is punfiualy diſcharged: their fraud is co- 
extenſive with their country. Their bubble-bank at 
"New-York, which ruined ſo many people by a diſplay of 
falſe credit, is well known. See Memoirs of the late 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin, p. 62. a very intereſting pam- 
_ phlet, by ſome perſon well verſed in the ſubject he has un- 
dertaken. In their political ſtate (for it cannot be called 
a a government) they find ſome new advantages; ; but no- 
thing to compenſate for that peace, order, ſtability, and 
reſpectability, which they enjoyed under the old govern- 
ment; and they did not ſpare to ſay, that upon the whole 
the old was better. The gentleman from whom this in- 
formation was obtained, learned ſome particulars relating 
to the conduct of the war, from a leader in it, which were 
generally ſuſpected in the mother country, but not ſo 
well known before upon American teſtimony. I wiſh the 
reader would conſult thoſe Memoirs of Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, where he will find a full detection of the falſe 


information that philoſopher held out to perſons diſpoſed | 
to remove from hence to . 


and 


n ©, | 

and his diſpoſition to diſturb the peace of 

the world, indefatigable ; and yet I never 

heard it offered in excuſe for him, that much 

learning hath made him mad. What then 

are we to ſay? for his mind muſt be un- 
der ſome unhappy malady. The proper me- 
thod of inveſtigation in ſuch a caſe will be, 

to learn from paſt times, what men have been, 

and why : and then we ſhall be better able to 
underſtand, what and why they are as we 

now find them. 


In the life of Mr. Richard Hooker, by Jar 
Walton, we have the deſcription of a ſet of 
people, ſuch as they diſcovered themſelves on 
their firſt appearance in this kingdom; when 
their portrait was taken by an able hand, and 
1s ſtill preſerved in an account of the opinions 
and activity of the Nonconformiſts; from which 
| 1 make the following extract. In which 
number of Nonconformiſts, though ſome 
might be ſincere well-meaning men, whoſe 
indiſcreet zeal might be ſo like charity, as 
thereby to cover a multitude of their errors ; 
yet of this party were many that were poſ- 
ſeſſed with a high degree of /þiritual wicked- 
_ neſs; I mean with an innate. reſtleſs pride and 
N malice, 


148 ] 

malice, and an oppoſition to government : men 
that joyed to be the authors of miſery; which 
is properly his work who is the enemy and 
dſturber of mankind : men whom prejudice 
and a furious zeal had fo blinded, as to make 
them neither to hear reaſon, nor adhere to the 
ways of peace: whom pride and ſelf conceit 
had made to overvalue their own crooked wiſ- 
dom ſo much, as not to be aſhamed to hold 
fooliſh and unmannerly diſputes againſt thoſe 
men whom they ought to reverence, and 
_ thoſe laws which they ought to obey. —They 
began with render and meek petitions; then pro- 
ceeded to admonitions ; ; then to ſatirical re- 
monſtrances ; and at laſt, having like Abſalum 
numbered who was not, and who was for their 


cauſe, they got ſo great a party, that they 


. . 7 IO > on 2m re ee 


dared firſt to threaten the biſhops, and then the 
queen and parliament.— Men of the ſlighteſt 
learning, and the moſt ignorant of the com- 
mon people were mad for a new, or ſuper, 
or re-reformation of religion; like that man, 
who would never ceaſe to whet and whet his 
knife, till there was no ſteel left to make it 
. uſeful.” “, With theſe the church was peſ- 
tered; ber lands in danger of alienation; her 
power at leaft neglected ; and her Peace torn 
| to 
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refies as do uſually attend that fin. Peo ple 


ſeemed ambitious of doing thoſe very things 
that were forbidden, and attended with dan- 
ger, that ſo they might be puniſhed, and then 
applauded and pitied. They called the ſpirit | 


of oppoſition a tender conſcience, and com- 
plained of perſecution, becauſe they wanted 
power to perſecute others &. cue. 


The ſtyle of Iſaac Walton is fo 7 9. 


that a very little of it will be ſufficient for 


our purpoſe, and prepare us to account for 


the excentric appearances and motions of 


Dr. Prieftley. He was bred up in what this 
author, who follows the old faſhion, calls calls the | 


? 3 : 
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fin of ſebifm : and ſchiſm, as we learn from, 


the example before us, begets many other 
ſins; that of hereſy. in particular, Diviſion 
= the church breeds that hatred againſt 


the church, which is fo conſpicuous in Dr. 


Prieftley : a ſecret ſenſe of ſuperiority i in the 


church breeds envy : and when hatred and 5 


envy work together, they will produce very. 
fange and alarming effects. Ev, wiſhing 


„See Life of Hooker, 4th edit; p- 13s, or as pre- 
b to ' his works, FS 3 
n the 
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the church to be as wrong in its doctrine, at 
it is hateful in its authority, will ſoon find it 
ſo; firſt in one article; then in others; and 
at laſt in all. From the habit of proving ſo 
frequently that the church believes wrong, it 
will itſelf at laſt come to believe nothing. 
Our author goes to the primitive writers of 
the chriſtian church ; where he might find 
truth, wiſdom, and piety : but he finds what 
he wiſhes to find, and what the raven looks 
for, as he flies croaking through the air, cor- 
ruption. His hatred I envy are attended 
with that native ſelf-conceit, for the grati- 


9 fying of which, as Walton has worded it, he 


is not aſhamed to hold fooliſh and unmannerly 
| _—_— again thoſe whom he ought. to reve- 
rence, He differs from all, becauſe he 
would be wiſer than all: fo he falls into no- 


N tions of hopeleſs abſurdity, and is at his 


wits end how to maintain his ground. He 


e is therefore ſuch an heterogeneous compoſi- 


tion, as men may well look at with amaze- 
ment: he is wiſe and fooliſh ; learned and 
ignorant ; civil and inſolent; meek and into- 
lerant; a leader in want of leading-ſtrings ; 
cold-hearted as a philoſopher, and hot- headed 
as a fanatic: and, as the reſult of all, in- 

FX  corrigible 


. 


1 


* corrigible in his opinions: with whoſe eva- 
ſive logic and unmannerly ſpirit of detrac- 
tion no man of character would hold an ar- 
| gument, but for the ſake of thoſe who may 


be in danger from his writings. Mr. Wake- 


field, who has a fair title to the character of 
a ſcholar, and knows a certain perſon well, 


laments over him as almoſt an angel in wiſdom, 
and all but an ideot in judgment.” I do not” 
carry the oppoſition of the character ſo high 


or ſo low as he does. In thoſe departments : 


of learning, with which Mr. Wakefield is 


ot ſo well acquainted, he allows too much: 
in in thoſe with which he; 7s acquainted, he finds 
him very deficient, and poſſeſſed of ſelf-conceit 
in no ordinary meaſure. See his Short Stric- 
tures on Or. F e 1. b. 10. 
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NOTES on p. 26, and p. 37. | 


nm 5 


Page 25 line 20. hp turns prophet without 555 Cre 
dntials.] We have ſeen it aſſerted, that Dr. Prieſtley | 
had predicted the end of the world in fourteen or twenty 
years. But this matter was not trucly repreſented. In 
the ſermon on the death of Dr. Price, he taught his au- 
dience, that they who ſhould die at the end of fourteen, 


| or twenty, or ſeven years, would at the end of thoſe pe- 


le, 


riods reſpectively meet Dr. Price: and thus he made it 
out: that as the ſoul dies with the body, the interval be- 
tween any particular perſon's death and his reſurrection, 
15 to be reckoned as nothing; therefore he that ſhould 
die ſooneſt would ſooneſt meet Dr. Price. Q. E. D. 


After this he ed to tell them, that the news 
with, which the ſurviving friends of Dr, Price will enters 
tain him at the Reſurrection, will conſiſt of thoſe events, 
in which while alive he was To much intereſted. He 
knew the triumphs of the memorable 14th of July; and 
as they were ſo agreeable to his taſte, how will he be 


delighted to hear of the maſlacre on the, 1cth of Auguſt! 
&c, &c. * 


The idea the Doktor 85 f fp his yaa 
rſuaſion in a future ſtate is very ſingular. Such ſaints, 
thinks, will be pleaſe l at the tremer:dous day of the 


Reſurrection, to hear what rebellions and maſſacres hap- 


pened after their death; and enquire with anxiety, per- 
, haps, 


_— 


1 


— 
. 


NOTES 1 e 26, and p. 37.7 33 
\ haps, whether England had been as fortunate in this re- 


ſpect as France : But, as the proſpect is opening wider, he 
that goes lateſt to Dr. Price, will have the beſt news to 
tell mad I Precio} SI EN 


P. 37, I. 17. St. Paul Haar of a phil, xala ra 5 
Foxes TH No,, &c.] Dr: Priefiley has inſtructed us, 

that the Apoſtle here alludes to the philoſophy of the 
Gnoſtics. But in this, we have an inſtance of that raſh- 


neſs of judgment, and want of due diſcrimination, with 


which he forms his opinions. The name of Phil:ſsphy 
was firſt aſſumed by Pythagoras as a ſtudent of nature; 
and Cicero from Pythagoras applies the term to thoſe, * 


Dui rerum naturam Pudirſe intuerentur ; Tuſcal. v. 3. 


Therefore philoſoph v in its original ſenſe is natural Phi- | 
bifophy ; and the p"i!oſophers who gave St. Paul a ſurfeit 


of their wiſdom «' Athens, were Epicureans and Stoics. 
It does not appear that the word philoſophy is ever aſ- 
cribed to any thing in the Scripture but to what the Hea- 
thens taught. he falſe teachers who infeſted the Chriſ- 
tian Church, were not called Philsſophers, but Heretics 
and SeAaries; and their teaching was not called philo- 


ſophy, but dd Naonailuy ; as in the Revelation of 
St. John, 


Aa 


As for the Gn:/lics in particular, they firſt began to 


be diſtinguiſhed about a hundred and thirty years after the 
death of our Saviour ; and could not be alluded to by 


St. Paul. So the doctor is every way wrong: and is 
| himſelf an inſtance, that the admonition to beware of 
what then was, and now is, called Philoſophy, may be 


ſeaſonably urged at this time : he having denied the ſe- 


parate exiſtence of the human ſoul on the ground of cer- ; 
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84 f NOTES on p. 26, and p. 3”. 


tain ſpeculations i in Natural Philoſophy, which 225 my 
xo proof. And it was foreſeen and foretold in the laſt 


century, that thoſe ſpeculations (being of the Epicurean - 
School) would lead Chriſtians to Materialiſm; which is 


philoſophical Atbeiſm. Lini, wha ſuffered as an Atheiſt, 
does not — ta have been guilty of any other, 


Ai "0 > Won 44 8 
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Ernie rs 6) from the Works of Dr. Prieftley 
were read in Court at the Aſſizes at Warwick ; 
| becauſe, when he applied for the damages he 


had ſuſtained, no judgment could be formed by 


the Court of the value of writings which wete 
loſt, but from the yalue of thoſe which remained. 
They were afterwards printed at Birmingham, 
with the following motto in the title page. 


Tf the opinions and principles in queſtion be evi- 


dently ſubverſive of all religion, and of all civil 


: ſociety, they muſt evidently be falſe. 


¶ Eſſay on the Firſt Principles of Government, | 


by J/eph Priefley, LL. D. P. 121. 
on theſe Extracts no remarks are added 3 as 


the reader, after what has been ſaid, will be pre- 


pared to make his own reflex1ons. 


UPON ACTS OF PARLIAMENT, 


BUT can an A# of Parliament authorize a manifeſt. \ 
injuſtice? And when you are taxed with oppreſſing Jour neighs |} 
bours in exacting of them that, for which you have given them 

no equivalent, will it be ſufficient ar the great day of judgment to 


ſay, that you had an 4% of Parliament for doing it? 


{Famuliar Letters addreſſed to the Inhabitants of Birmingham & 


—page 66, paragraph. 3, line 3—publiſhod in 1790, 
- E 3 . wil 
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Is Ar EN DIxX. 


Will an A# of Parliamem excuſe you in the ſight of God, 
for exacting of any man more than in the / oye of reaſon and equity 
he ought to pay? If an 4 of Parliament will not juſtify the 
taking men's lives, neither will it juſtify the taking their money. 
The ſame paragraph—line 13. 


I. UPON RESISTANCE TO GOVERNMENT. 


5 3 government, though 3 and conflitutional, has 
not made ſufficient proviſion for the happineſs of the people, no 

'#ther property, or title by which it may be dignified, ought to 

ſhelter it from the generous attack of the noble, and daring patriot. 


bf [Eſſay on the Firſt Principles of Government, Sect. II. 


of Political Liberty—page 35, paragraph 2, 
line 9 to page 36, line—publiſhed in 1791. 


Governors will never be awed by the voice of the people, ſo 
long as it is a mere voice, without overt aa. 


(Ibid. page 46, 47, paragraph 3, line 24. 


UI. UPON LIBERTY, CIVIL AND POLITICAL. 


= CI 2 Iiberty extends no further than to a nan 

#402 conduct, and ſignifies the right he has to be A From the 

control of the ſociety, or its agents, | 

IIbid. Sect. I. of the Firſt Principles of G and 
the different kinds of Liberty—p. 9, parag. 2, line 7. 


In countries where a man by his birth or fortune is excluded 
from the ſupreme offices, or from a power of voting for proper 
perſons to fill them, that man, whatever may be the form of the 
government, or whatever civil liberty or power over his own ac- 
tions he may. have, has no power over thoſe of another, and 
therefore has no political liberty at all. Nay, his our conduct, as 
far as the ſociety does interfere, 1 is in all caſes Nen by others, 


It may be "aid, that 10 ſociety upon earth was erer formed i in | 
the manner repreſented a above. —T anſwer, ; it is true, becauſe all 
1. nents whatever have been, in ſome meaſure, compulſory, 

"tyrautical, and preſſe 1 in their origin, ; bur the method I have 
; 2 


deſcribed, vaſt be lowed: to be the 5 free, and equitable n mes 
| thod of forming a ſociety ; and ſince every man retains, and 
rum newer be deprived of his natural right of relieving himſelf 
from all oppreſſion, that ir, from every thing that hat been im- 
poſed upon him without his conſent ; hit muſt be the only true, 
and proper foundation of all the govetnments ſubſiſting in the 
world, a that, 70 wwhich the people wwho compeſe them „ have an 
wnalienable right to bring thtm back. 


Ibid. SeR. II. page 11, „Une 75 to page 1 12, 
e e ee e e 


. OF LEGAL RESTRAINT UPON HUMAN 1 
„ - 


IN etath, the greater part of human actions are of 
ſuch a nature, that more inrorvenience would follow from their 


being fixed by laws, than from their bang lete to every man's 


arbitrary «will. 
(Ibid. Sec, UI. of Civil Liberty=p. 52 3 parag 2, line Jo 


v. or LEGAL RESTRAINT ON OPINION. 


| IF a man commit murder, let him be puniſhed 25 4 
murderer, and let nb regard be paid to his plea of conſcience 
for committing the action; but let not zhe opinions <which 4 a 


any action ** _— 
wid. page 116, line . 


VI. RELIGION IN GENERAL, 


BESIDES, though RELIGION, or the belief of 4 

Cad, a Providence, and a future ate, have its uſe with reſpect to 
Kan it is s zot abſolutely xx CESAR for that purpoſe. 

. [Familiar Letters addreſſed to the Inbabitants of 


Birmingham—page 55, paragraph a, line 1, 
VII. THE BISHOPS AND THE INFERIOR CLERGY. 
AS to the Clerg y, we make ourſelves perfectly eaſy 


dbout them ; for ſhould the Court once more {mile upon 1, and 
| * 4 ſhould 


$6 | APPENDIX. 


ſhould the Minifter of the day only give a 2 nad, 0 expoſition 
will raſh as * a charm, 1 | 


lung. page 536. 1 10. 


The Bibogs of this reign would i in ſuch a caſe inflantly become 
as thoſe of the laß; ; and as to the inferior Clergy, they would 
wheel about as quickly as ſoldiers on à parade, when the word 
of command is given them i in n the . of the King i in St. 
xa Paik. 1 cad U line 21. 


1 2 | ye: 


Me are the feep, and the Clergy) our YEW are the wolves, 
| nad fo I oe es aue muſt be guilty. 


"Oe page 21; paragraph 2 line 18, 


vm. THE ADMINISTRATION: QF THE GOVERN- 
: | - MENT, - ; 


* WE are now in the ſituation of the primitive chriſ- 
tians, as the friends of refirmation have nothing to expect from 
poaber or general favour, but muſt look for every ſpecies of abuſe 
and perſecution that the ſpirit of the times will admit of. If even 
burning alive was a ſight that the country would now bear, there © 

exiſts a ſpirit that avould inflit that horrid puniſhment, and with as 
much cool indifference and ſavage exultation as in ay preceding age 
F the world. 
[Extra from a Sz IsTOox al for the REP of 1 10 
College, and quoted by Dr. Pricfiley in his Appeal to the 
Public on the Riots at 6 p. 23. Nang. 3, J. 1, 

to p- 245 I. 12. 8 


IX. THE KING, 


WHAT has been the return for this dated : 
proof of our loyalty and zeal ?—Has it ſecured to us the gra- 
titade of the Kine ? i 


| [Familiar Letters addreſſed to the Inhabitants 
0 | of Birmingham page 15, parage 3. Jine . 


* 
1 Now 
1 4 M 
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Nor it has en happened, that «« 3 Xing i 
ariſen who e not Jace add rd or the obligations that bis 
family are under. x IIbid. page 14 


Should THE Kr NG, like Abaſuerus in the bock of Eſther, vi. ps 
nat be able to ſleep, and call upon one of the Lords of his bed- 
chamber to read to him out of the book of the records of the Chro- 
niclet of the Kings of "England, and ſhould there find who bad 
been the moſt zealous for the revolution under King William 
for the acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover—for the ſuppreſſion 


of the rebellions in 1715 and 17% Hand who took 11s part in 


a late change of adminiſtration ; and then enquire avhat honozr 


and dignity (ch. vi. 6.) had been done to his friends, and the 


friends of his family; and learn, that inſtead of any thing being 


done to reward, much had been done to mortify, and punis 
them; that to this very day they had been perſecuted by lies, 


and calumnies, as men whoſe laws avere diverſe from thoſe of all 
other people, and who do not keep the King's laws, and therefore 
ſay, that it is not for the KI Ns profit to ſuffer them (ch. iii. 8.): 


poor deſpiſed Mordecai may be advanced, and ſome other uſe be 


made of the gallows that was erected for him. - 
„ page 36, paragraph 2 2, line . 


X. THE AMERICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


THE Americans ventured to 40 a great deal more 
than our anceſtors at the Revolution, and ſet a * example 4 to 
France and the awhole world, 

They formed a completely new government on the principles of 
equal liberty and the rights of men (as Dr. Price expreſſively and 
happily ſaid) © wirtwouT ate barks BisHors— 
« and wITHOVUT A KING.“ 


[Letters to Mr. Burke—page 40, line 5—paliſhed; in 1791, 


* This paſſage i is taken from Scripture, —« Now there aroſe 
ap a zew King over Egypt, which knew not Jaſeph. | 
That aao King was en all ty rants che moſt impious 


and cruel, 


5 NI. THE 


$$ APP ix 


XI. THE LATE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE, 


BY means of national debs the wheels of ſeveral 
European govetnments are already ſo much clogged, that it is 
impoſſible they ſhould go on much longer. The very Peace 
Eltabliſhment of France could not be kept up any longer; and 
the ſame muſt ſoon be the ſituation of other cauntries. All the cauſes 
which have operated to the augmentation of theſe debts, conti- 
nue to operate; fo that our approach to TH1s GREAT C1818 
Tn our affairs is not equable, but accelerated. 


[Letters to Mr, Burke—page I $3, patagraph 2, liner Is 


II the condition of other nations be " much betteted, as that 
or France probably will be by her improved ſyſtem of govern- 


ment, that GxrAT CR1818, dreadful as it appears in proſpekt, 
will be a ae N 10 be wiſhed. 


[Ibid. 154. paragraph 2, Line 1 I's 


1 rejoice to ſee the warmth with which the cauſe of ortho- 
doxy, that is, long eſtabliſhed opinions, however erroneous, and 
that of the hierarchy is now taken up by its friends becauſe, if 
their ſyſtem be not well founded, they are only accelerating its 
deſtruction. In fad, they are aſſiſting me in the proper diſpoſal of 
thoſe trains of gun poder which have been ſome time accumulating, 
and at which they have taten ſo great an alarm, und which will 
certainly blow it up at length as ſuddenly ns unexpecredly, aui at | 
completely as the overthrow of the late "RI N ut in 
France. | 


eh 6 to the Letters to Mr. Burn page 20) and 
208, in the ſame volume that contains the Fami- 
liar Letters to the Trihibitarſts of Birtic ghath. 


What a —_ is noa exhibited between the two rival nations 
of Frunte un . ad bow ary Buglbricn Blaſs to lot 


Oy 41 | 
N Liftets, page 210. 


Hoy 
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How different are the ſpectacles that ate now exhibiedd in 
France and in England! Here bigotry has been foſtered, and has 
acquired new ſtrength; there it is almoſt extint, | 


{Preface to the Appeal—page xxiv, note x 
XII. RIOTS AT BIRMINGH AM. 
| 5 I. THE KING, | 
Only in Part exculpated from the Guilt of them. 


Op the z4v0 parties in whoſe names the outrages at 
Birmingham were committed, the Church and be Xing; the 
latter has iN A GREAT MEASURE exculpated himſelf by his pro- 
clamation to apprehend and puniſh the rioters, 

[an Appeal to the Public on the Riots in Birmingham— 
page 76, paragraph 2, line 1——publiſhed 5 in 1792. 


THE BISHOPS, 


| Conſidering the part that many of the lower clergy hoo afet 
in this buſineſs, the eyes of the country are how upon the Busche 
and their * will be conſtrued into &pprobation, 


Ibid, page 75, line 9. 


By: © THE BisKoP AND CLERGY or THE DIOCESE, 


There are e ſeveral places in Germany, i in which the Cathalics 
nd Proteſtants conſtantly make uſe of the ſame places of public 
worſhip. Such an offer on the part of the Clergy and the Biſhop 
of the dioceſe, would have then done them the greateſt credit, 
and have contributed v very much towards exculpating them from 
having. any Gare in the outrage. But this natural and eaſy me- 
thod, which would have coſt them nothing, not . been 
done, they remain without that eren fals. 
| [ibid. page 74- 

4. MEMBERS OF THE. CHURCH AT BIRMINGHAM... 
| Here, inflead of anſeocring. our books, the menibirs of the 
Church of England at Birmingham have burzt them, together with 
our by Sears and Places of public Worſhip, . 
IIbid. page 80. 
Fo THE 


60 APPENDIX, 
F. THE GREAT BODY or THE CLERGY, AND THE, 
| FRIENDS OF THE KING | 


| 


"TY g un been an avowed adyocate of cubic liberty, 
and religion, which led me to write in defence of your late glo- 
#ious revolution, the GREAT BODY OF THE CLERGY in this 
country, and many of thoſe who call themſelves the TRIENDS 
or THE Kine, have long been my enemies; and in accompli/6- 
ing my ruin, have no! ſpared the inſtruments of that ſcience, my 
application to which wy ſome _—_ . weight to my labours 
5 in 12 2 5 | | 


3 Tadel to the Appeal - page 15 6. 
RY Letter to Condorcet, par. a 1. J. 


Ti violences were committed by the lower order of the peo- 
ple; but if the friends of the Church, and of the King, in the 


higher ranks, had been in earneſt to ſuppreſs the riots, it might, 


0 aoubt, have been effected before ary miſchief had been done. 
| Appeal—page 77, line 1. 


There was, W at leaſt a criminal remiſſneſs in the frients 
ef the Church, and of the King. But the cleareft facts ſhew that 
there was more than remiſſneſs on t dhe part of many perſons of 

' better condition, and nothing that they ever did, ſhowed a real diſ- 

approbation of the conduct of the mob, previous to the demoli- 

tion of my * only a wiſh that they ſhould proceed 0 


Ber, than that. | 
2 [Tbid. page 71, line 19. 


6. THE TOWN AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF 
BIRMINGHAM, 5 


Making every allowance for the perpetrators and abettors of 
theſe horrid ſcenes at the moment, there has been time for re- 
flie&ion, and compunction ſince; and the eyes of the nation, and 
of all Europe, are open to ſee what part both the own, and 
weighbourhood, and, above all, the Government of the country, 
will take in the caſe. On the part of he town and neighbuur« 
hood, nothing favourable to juſtice has appeared as yet. 


[Ibid, page 71, paragraph 2, line 1, to page 72, line 7. 


ke. 
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Te «whole FREY and arighbenrkind therefore muſt fall under 
: the ſuſpicion of /cereening the criminals, and — of 75 
taking the "_ | 
bus. Page 15 75 


7· PROVIDENCE, 


- Though I had read, and reflected much on the feelings of 


Chriſtians in a ſtate of perſecution, and neyer doubted, but that 
in ordinary caſes their joys far exceeded their ſorrows, I could 
not know that they did ſo to the degree in which I can truly, 

and I hope avithout much wanity (for in this I mean nothing but 
the inſtruction, and encouragement of my readers) ſay, that I have 
lately found it. It is only in trying fituations that the full force 
of religious principle is felt, and that its real energy can ſhew it- 


ſelf. And firmly beheving, from the doctrine of philoſophica] - 


neceſſity, that the hand of God is in all events, and that in all 
caſes men are only his inſtruments that under his ſure guidance 
all evil will terminate in go2d—and that nothing ſo effectually 
promotes any good cauſe as the perſecution of its advocates, all that 
1 have ſuffered, and all that 7 can ſuffer, has, in many ſeaſons of 
the calmeſt reflection, appeared as nothing, and leſs than nothing, 


I0 confider this per/ecutior, (for ſo I ſhall call it, though my 
enemies will of courſe conſider it as the puniſhment of my evil 
deeds, and much leſs than 1 deſerve) let it be carried to what 
extent it will, as a certain prognoſtic of the prevalence of every 


great truth for which I have contended; and this proſper, toge- 


ther with the idea of ny being an inſtrument in the hand of 
PROVIDENCE of promoting the ſpread of important truth by ſuf- 
fering, as well as by aing, has given me at times ſuch exalted 


feelings of devotion (mixed, as ſentiments of devotion ever will 
be, with the pureſt good. æuill towards all men, my bittereft enemies | 


not * as I had but an imperfect idea of before. 5 
[Ibid. page 111, paragraph 2, Iine I. 


So fully am I perfuaded that more god than evil will reſult 
from what has happened to me, that ore it is my power J awould 
2⁰ 


Wen, 


gr abt — 


—— — 


——————— — Ay ode Gee erence 5 


„( -. : 


* 


ar be reflored 10 my former ſituation. Had the late events not 
appened, I ſhould of courſe have wiſhed, and prayed for con: 
tinving a as I was; for no man, I believe, ever thought himſelf - 
y ſituated than I did but ProVIDENCE 


2079 DECLARED ITSELF, J acquirſee, and even REJOICE in the 
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